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In 2016 an old business premises on Guildford Rd was demolished and two large wall 

advertisements were uncovered. Having an unseemly curiosity, I wondered, ‘When was this giant 

bill-board style advertisement created?’ 

Let me begin by describing a couple of apparent dead ends I had to follow in this research. 

Wrights Limited, Produce Store was just one of at least three Produce Store or Produce Merchants 

named “Wright” in Western Australia. 

There was George Frederick Wright from Fremantle. His store, G.F. Wright, was in the Fremantle 

Markets for many years. George went bankrupt in 1902 but bounced back before dying at his home 

aged 50, in Hampton Rd, Beaconsfield in 1909. 

 

  



Then there was the odd firm of Wright and Ralph which began and ended as Produce Merchants but 

in the middle went on to own all the horse drawn buses in Perth. They began in 1896 selling ducks 

and chaff, they went into Buses and bought up all their competitors then in 1899 sold their business  

and 270+ horses in Pier St Perth when they were continually accused of cruelty to their horses. 

Coincidentally, the Perth Tramway Company was starting up at that time. They moved to Kalgoorlie 

as Produce Merchants. 

 

After failing to sell the bus business as a going concern in Perth it seems they opened up a store in 

Hannan St .  They then took the horses, buggies and lorries to Kalgoorlie and sold them all 

piecemeal. 

 

 The business appears to have folded by 1903 when Thomas Wright, originally of Kielor, Victoria, one 

of the partners, died in Perth. George Tite Ralph, the financier, went back to South Australia where 

he died in 1916. There is a whole story on its own in this partnership, but not for now. 

Then there was W&T Wright, Greenbushes recorded in the 1901 Post Office Directory. Wrong 

initials! 

I have been unable to make a connection, either business or family, between the above mentioned 

Wrights, and the Wright who created Wrights Limited. As any normal person would, I assumed that 

there had to be some form of connection. HA! 

So I had to go back to genealogy to track the family’s activities and find the source of the interest in 

Produce. And also to find what had happened to those Wrights behind the big wall advertisement in 

Maylands. 



On the 2nd April, 1835, in a little Cornish village named Linkedhorne, Thomas Wright  of the parish of 

Botus Fleming married Mary Maynard.  The parish is in central Cornwall and is largely rural but west 

of road from Launceston to Liskeard, the parish includes part of Caradon Hill, once a mining area. 

 

 

 

They had son they named Frederick Thomas in Autumn 1840 and he was registered at Liskeard, six 

miles to the South.  Liskeard was the registration district which covered a number of parishes 

including Linkinhorne. 

 

  



In the 1841 census the family is shown as living at Linkinhorne and that they had had two other sons, 

John in 1835 and William in 1837.  

 

 

Thomas was the head of the household as a Yeoman or farmer and had three sons along with five 

male servants and one female servant. The family seems to have been fairly well off. 

Exwell was in the hands of a Thomas Retallack by 1851 and the Wrights have disappeared. 

While it is possible they play a part in this story, I have a strong feeling they did not leave England. 

There is also no evidence for them arriving in Australia. 

Time to leave speculation and begin working with findable facts. 

 

 

 

  



Frederick Thomas Wright, the youngest son, probably with no inheritance in Linkinhorne  in 

prospect, decided to strike out on his own and emigrated to Victoria. He went mining at Maldon in 

Victoria, some 70 miles NW of Melbourne. 

Frederick Thomas Wright married Jane Prentice in Maldon in 1875  

 

 

They had three children, Lillian, born in 1876, Frederick William Maynard born in 1879, and 

Archibald John Valentine in 1881 all born in Maldon. 

Thomas then died in Keilor, down on the coast, just ten years later aged only 45.  His mother is 

shown as Mary Maynard so he is definitely the right Wright. (Sorry)                            

 

There is a so far unexplained coincidence here. Thomas, from England died in Keilor, Victoria. 

A Thomas Wright from Keilor came to Perth, began a Produce business, went to Kalgoorlie where 

the family of the Cornish Thomas Wright arrived at the turn of the century and died in 1903. 

There isn’t a spare Thomas in the known family!  There is more research needed here. 



 Born in Maldon, Victoria, in 1879, Frederick William Maynard Wright (note the Maynard in the 

name confirming  the Cornish connection with Mary Maynard, his grandmother) appears to have 

chased gold or gold’s associated wealth to Kalgoorlie. In 1901 he gained an engine driver’s licence 

from the Mines Department. 

In 1903 he returned to Maldon to marry Maude Scotson, a teacher at Maldon Primary School and 

probably a childhood sweetheart.  They travelled back to the Western Australian goldfields. 

Here he was on the committee of the Kalgoorlie Racing and Trotting Club. 

 

He played Football for the Trafalgar Second Rates. 

 

They also had four children in Kalgoorlie. 

1. Esther Dorothy Wright in April,1904 

2. Frederick Scotson Wright in June, 1906 

3. Ernest Archibald Maynard in February, 1908 

4. Arthur Reginald in 1910 

There was a fifth child, Kathleen who may have been born in Perth in 1915.  



In May, 1909, apparently out of the blue, F.W. Wright and Co appears and successfully tenders to 

supply chaff to the Kalgoorlie Council. His tender of £5/15/0 per ton for chaff was accepted. The 

“and Co” will be explained later. 

 

 

He continued to win tenders and conduct the business of a ‘Produce Merchant’ and by August of 

1910, he expanded by buying a competitor, J.D. McConnell. 

 

  



In August of 1911 Frederick branched out. With his interest in racing, he imported a noted trotting 

stallion from Victoria and was selling his services.  

 

 

Frederick was proving to be a go-getter! This was why I was looking for a connection with the other 

Wrights as Frederick was apparently moving fast which is difficult without a bankroll to back you up. 

He left his brother Archibald as the manager of the Kalgoorlie store in 1912 and opened a Perth 

store in 1913. The move was possibly for the education of his children.  

 



 

This was a short-lived partnership as it only lasted until 1915. 

  



 

Through WW1  F.W. Wright and Co patriotically subscribed to a number of war funds and later took 

part in Ugly Men’s activities. Fred was using his staff to perform his civic charitable duties. 

At the same time the stores were selling chaff, grains, horses, sulkies, trotting aids and they were 

agents for Peerless Flour. 

In 1918 he suffered a work accident and broke his arm. 

 

 

In 1923 they made a short-lived move into land agency and their pricings for Chaff and Grains were 

used by the West Australian as the standard for Western Australian prices. 

The Kalgoorlie store had moved to Brockman St and the Perth Store had moved to Wellington St to 

facilitate the supply and auctions of chaff and grains. 

 

  



 

In 1924 the firm took a Mr George Ing to court and in doing so revealed a lot about themselves. 

 

Archibald, Archie, was FW’s younger brother and he stayed in Kalgoorlie,  running the Kalgoorlie 

store. He was heavily into Kalgoorlie trotting and in 1927 there was an Archie Wright Handicap. He 

married the proprietoress of the Tivoli Hotel and seems to have stayed there all his life. 

Hambley  Maynard Growden is a tad more difficult to place. He was born in South Australia to a 

South Australian settler and his grandmother was an Ann Maynard. Any connection would be back in 

Cornwall but it seems likely the ‘& Co.’ was a family thing. 

  



In July of that same year, FW Wright and Co. was floated as FW Wright and Co. Ltd with a capital 

raising of £25,000. 

 

 

In January of 1925 Fred bought himself a car, on the company’s account of course. 

 

 

Having reached middle age and with a successful business under their belt, the partners seem to 

have begun thinking of their older years. In 1927 the first signs appeared when it was announced 

that; 

 

 

 

Frederick William bought a farm in Dalwallinu and competed in the local show. His main competitor 

in the stock events was a Thomas Nixon.  

 



1927 also saw an agreement with the Carters and Drivers Union. Albany Bell was also involved. 

 

 

 

 

In 1928, second son, Ernest Archibald Maynard Wright joined the family business although he did do 

some job-wandering for several years. More of the next generation soon. 

 

 

 

 



Frederick William had set up home at 48 Bulwer St, Perth. 

 

 

 

 

 

By 1929 a branch had been opened in Essex St, Fremantle. 

 

 

 

 

  



Old Fred William Wright did visit Maylands in 1930. He was a member of the Hunt Club. This 

particular hunt began outside this building. (The Peninsula Hotel) 

 

FW was hunting nearly every week; at Moora on the 15th July, at Belmont on 21st, at North Perth on 

4th of August. He repeated the Hunt Season in 1931,  



At the same time, he had become the published author of an economic tract. An interesting 

foretaste of things to come within the family. 

 

 

This was the first of a number of pamphlets and books published under his name. He also became a 

well-known public speaker, in person and on radio, mainly 6WF (West Farmers’ Radio) 

In 1931 he wrote a letter to the editor of the West Australian calling for the removal of petrol driven 

vehicles from Australia because of the uneconomic cost of importing fuel for them. He wrote that 

producing our own farm-grown fuel for a horse-driven economy was the best way for Australia to 

prosper. Understandable for someone who had made a fortune selling chaff. This was followed up 

by letters on airmail, railways and Australian products being preferred over imported products. 

Understandable in the Great Depression. 

  



Frederick William’s second son, Ernest had attended state primary schools and Hale School. 
He represented Hale at athletics, football, shooting and cricket. Finishing school at the end 
of his sub-leaving year (fourth year High School), he worked for two years with the Bank of 
New South Wales and then Ford, Rhodes & Davies, accountants. In 1928 he joined his 
father’s agricultural machinery and produce business, F. W. Wright & Co. After he qualified 
as an accountant in 1930, he set up his own accountancy firm, E. A. Wright & Co., in the 
family’s Perth business premises. On 23 April 1932, he married Pauline McClemans at St 
George’s Cathedral, Perth.  

 

 

Yes, there IS a contradiction here. Frederick Scotson Wright had been born in June, 1906, 20 months 

before Ernest. He lived until 1984 and is buried in Karrakatta. 

However it may have been a newspaper misprint as Frederick had not been disowned by the family. 

F.W. Wright and Co continued on.  The eldest son went into farming at Dalwallinu and married one 

of the Nixon girls, just as his older sister had married one of the Nixon boys. The third son, Arthur, 

married into the Piper family who were in Law and may have moved to Sydney. 

  



The 1909 beginning for the firm is thrown into doubt by an advertisement in the West Australian in 

January, 1933. The first signs in the press are in 1909 but it is quite feasible for the start date to be 

1906. 

 



In January 1934, F.W.M. Wright was elected to the Perth City Council at a by-election. 

By 1937 the firm had weathered the Great Depression and was looking to expand its inventory and 

we see an international move. This was probably an initiative from young Ernest as old F W was so 

opposed to importing ‘foreign’ goods into Australia. 

 

 

 

In 1938, a fellow F.W.Wright employee also took a trip and returned to set up in business for 

himself. Business in WA was growing again. 

 

 

 

In the meantime, FW Wright and Co had expanded with a Gosnells branch. 

 

  



1939 arrived and the eldest and youngest Wright sons joined the RAAF as ground crew.  

Frederick from Dalwallinu joined in Perth and Arthur joined in Sydney.   

Ernest did not join up although FW Wright and Co were major contributors to an assortment of 

patriotic funds.  

Cousin James, Archibald’s son from Kalgoorlie also joined the RAAF. 

In 1943, Ernest was finding ways to profit from War-time conditions. In keeping with his father’s 

views on petrol and other imported fuels, he was working to find a better way to power the gas 

engines which were being used while petroleum products were unable to be imported. 

He developed a way to utilise the sawdust from their mills at Dwellingup by converting them into 

briquettes of charcoal. 

 

  



By now old F W was 64 years old and preparing for business retirement although he continued in his 

Perth City Council role.  

The firm was still doing what it had always done. Basing itself upon horses and their needs.  Perhaps 

they could be best described, after their ‘Produce’ sales as ‘Used Horse Salesmen’. 

 

 

As a large firm with a large inventory, there were instances of criminality. In 1945, the manager of 

the Fremantle store was in hospital for some reason and two of his trusted employees decided to 

make a little profit on the side. 

 

  



Late in 1945 there was a sign that there was something new beginning to happen within F W Wright 

and Co. It will become clearer very soon. 

 

 

 

From 1944 Wrights had been advertising for staff for their Perth office. In 1946 there was a move to 

modernise the office systems. Ernest Wright was very obviously placing his modern mark of the 

family company. 

 

 

  



 

 

In 1948 there was an apparently sudden new interest in Ernest Wright’s life. 

 

 

 

It is revealing that there is no petroleum prospect within that area yet there are vast reserves of iron 

ore.  

Passing strange.  



While he was playing with the idea of finding Australia’s own source of petroleum, Ernest was also 

doing businessy things with the family firm. He was floating a new company to take over from FW 

Wright and Co. This new company would be called ‘Wrights Ltd’. 

 

 

By 1951, it seems they had also opened a store in Maylands. 

 



By November, the company needed extra staff for this new Maylands store. 

 

181 Guildford Road was the site of McWater’s Produce Store, a second generation Maylands’ 

business which had been there since at least 1915. Clarence McWaters seems to have sold it to 

Wrights because of ill-health because he died in 1952 aged just 57.  

The 1951 annual report reveals that the Maylands store had been opened around March 1950. 

 

 

  



Which brings us back to where we started.  

When was that advertisement put up?           March 1950. 

Technically, that is the end of the story I wanted to tell. However there are a few loose ends to be 

tied up. 

Wrights Ltd continued to expand with branches opened in Midland and Maddington. 

The founder of the firm, Frederick William Maynard Wright retired from the Perth City Council in 

1951 due to ill health and died 12 Jul, 1961 in Dalkeith WA at the ripe old age of 82. 

His successor, second son Ernest, needs some further explanation.  While at Hale School he became 

friends with a fellow student, Langley Hancock. His entry in the ANU’s ‘Australian Dictionary of 

Biography’ begins; ‘Ernest Archibald Maynard (Peter) Wright (1908-1985), mining magnate’ 

It contains the following potted information; ‘In 1938 he and Hancock joined in mining 

ventures in the north of Western Australia after Wright had spent a holiday at Hancock’s 

Mulga Downs station near Wittenoom Gorge. Their partnership endured for many years, 

without a formal contract. Hancock commented, ‘he was the business head and I was to do 

the field-work’. Initially they operated a jointly financed blue-asbestos mine at Wittenoom 

Gorge. In 1943 they sold a controlling interest to Colonial Sugar Refining Co., which named 

the new company Australian Blue Asbestos. Dissatisfied with CSR’s management, Wright 

and Hancock sold their share in 1948. 

From 1946 Wright had been involved in developing family pastoral properties, including his 

3500-acre (1416-ha) sheep and beef station near York, east of Perth. Wright and Hancock 

intensified exploration in the Pilbara during the 1950s, proving it to be a mineral-rich area, 

with large deposits of high-grade iron ore. In 1959 they began negotiations with Rio Tinto 

Co. to finance iron-ore mining in the Hamersley region.  

Peter Wright died in Thailand in 1985 while returning from a trip to England aged 77. 

Oh, and 181 Guildford Rd?  

 


