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Samuel John Dawe, born in Newent, Gloucestershire in 1857, was the
eldest child of gardener, John Richards Dawe and Elizabeth Dawe.
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He left his parents, brother and sister behind and departed England on April
11th, 1877 on board the Pakwan bound for South Australia as an agricultural la-
bourer.
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He married Elizabeth Donaldson, surviving daughter of Mr P Donaldson in
1880. Living in Hyde Park, Ulney he was a member of the Forresters, being on
the committee to form a branch of the Lodge in Hyde Park. Samuel was a regu-
lar attendee at the funerals of notable South Australians in his Masonic capacity.

Working in the furniture department of James Marshall and Co., he wrote letters
to newspapers and appeared in agricultural show reports where he won prizes
for his pickles, fruit and vegetables as well as for his poultry.

Between 1881 and 1893 Samuel and Elizabeth had five children. Two boys, two
girls, the second of whom died in her first year and finally a third son.

In May 1896, aged 39, he sold his house and household goods as he was 'leav-
ing for Western Australia.' He arrived on board the steamer "Marloo" on 8th
June, 1896.

By August his address was 127 Newcastle St. 



In April 1897 he was mentioned in a "puff piece" in the Inquirer as having been
the supervisor for Jas. Marshall & Co who built and opened the Palace Hotel.
Later records show that he may have been the first Licensee of the Palace.
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While he seems to have gone back to his agricultural roots he also bought two
lots in South Perth for £17/10 each in June 1897, then, in August he made a trip
to Coolgardie as a "Traveller" for James Marshall & Co..

In June 1898 he was a part of a deputation to the Colonial Secretary, George
Throssell asking that the Government "provide Postal and telegraphic facilities
and school accommodation at Mundaring". I have no idea why he was inter-
ested in Mundaring at that time.
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This type of self-idenitification is gold to a historian. It ties everything together so
neatly.

In November of 1898 He was one of a group of householders who wanted a
Publican's General License granted to a Mr Anderson for a building on the cor-
ner of Wanneroo Rd and North Beach Rd. A sign of things to come.
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In November 1902 he applied for a "provisional license" for his lots 156 & 157 of
Swan Loc Y at the corner of West Guildford Rd and 8th Ave. He gave his ad-
dress as 419 Lord St and his occupation as "Pickle Maker".

A few days later he was appointed by the local Progress Association to a sub-
committee to investigate the best trees for planting along the main streets of
Maylands.

Later in December his application for a license was heard and he explained that
he had had money advanced by a friend for the hotel he intended building and
that he had, for a period of nine months, been the acting manager of the Palace
Hotel. The application was not approved. These blocks are now occupied by
Rifos.



Although not with a Maylands address, by May 1903 he was a member of the
Maylands Local Board of Health. It was decided at this May meeting to brand all
pans and lids with the name of the Board.
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This is Samuel’s first advertisement for real estate. He was still in Lord St, prob-
ably close to the corner of Walcott St.
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July 1903 saw a stroke of luck. The Starr Bowkett Society held a ballot and
Dawe, with two shares, was entitled to a £200 interest-free loan.

By August Samuel was the Chairman of the Maylands Progress Association`
and it was told that the Commissioner of Railways was about to visit Maylands
to look at the need for an overhead bridge at the "Fenian Crossing" for safety
reasons.
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Then in November Dawe advertised a cottage, 4 rooms for sale or let, showing,
for the fist time, his address as "Guildford Rd, Maylands". He had, at last built
the building which sparked my interest. The one on the corner of Guildford Rd
and Seventh Ave. He had finally arrived in Maylands aged 46 with his wife and
four children.
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Just 12 months after his first application, he again applied for a license for his
property at the corner of Guildford Rd and 8th Avenue. This time his occupation
is “Storekeeper”. Again it was refused. Not one to flog a dead horse, he made
other plans for the site.
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January 1904 saw a change in Dawe's advertising. His real estate ads were
now from, " S J DAWE, Maylands Land Agency." He was selling Business sites
on Guildford Rd, Eighth Ave, Railway Tce and Railway Pde. In February he ad-
vertised for a small sawing plant for a wood yard. For himself or a customer is
unknown. Apparently there was a wood yard behind where the Church of Christ
now stands.

At the end of February, 1904, there was an open air meeting in Maylands on the
subject of the State ownership of Liquor outlets. Samuel was there and made
comments in favour of it rather than the then current situation where there was
no hotel for the local residents.
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Now describing himself as a “Grocer” Dawe applied for a Gallon License for his
store on 7th Ave. He had to do this as if he was asked to sell a property with a
cellar he would be deemed to be selling the liquor and so needed this license.
This application was rejected in June. At the same sitting, the board rejected a li-
cense for a State hotel on the “Rifo’s” site - Yes!  Samuel had sold the land ,
7/8th’s of an acre to the Government.

In July 1904  Dawe was a part of a deputation of members of the Perth, Bays-
water and Belmont Roads Boards which met the Minister of Works and asking
for a special grant to be placed on the Estimates for completing "Old Guildford
Road".
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It should not be thought that Samuel was just a workaholic. In February of 1905
the "West" mentioned a sculling race to be held by the West Australian Rowing
Club. Amongst the entries was S.J. Dawe.
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Samuel continued to be involved in civic affairs. As always, he was planning
ahead.  The West of 27th June reported on a public meeting looking to separate
Maylands from the Perth Roads Board. Samuel was quite vocal but the motion
was lost.

In September the monthly meeting of the Perth Roads Board was held under
the chairmanship of Mr Hardy with SJ Dawe as a member.
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In November the Subway was begun and Salesman Dawe advertised that the
Trams would be coming to Maylands so "Secure Guildford Road Lots for a rise".
He could see Maylands becoming a more important part of Perth.
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For the Dawe family, 1905 ended with the loss of a 'woolwork cushion" from a
trap. This was advertised in the West’s “Lost and Found” column of 28th Decem-
ber, 1905. No! I don’t know if it was ever found.
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Samuel Dawe began 1906 by planning to move home. He advertised to lease or
sell the building on 7th Ave. "Grocery, General Store and Dwelling (Brick)”. He
wanted to concentrate on his land agency.
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He then advertised for bricklayers to build a shop in Eighth Ave. This plan may
have failed.

In March, he again stood for a position on the Perth Roads Board.

May saw him chairing a meeting in the "Maylands Hall" in support of fellow land
agent and auctioneer Chas Sommers standing for the Metropolitan District.
Sommers defeated TG Molloy.

In August there was an application by Arthur Wood for the License for the Penin-
sular Hotel where we are tonight.

Samuel, as was usual, supported the application.
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In September Samuel chaired the committee to prepare the farewell for Mr J T
Blair, the inaugural headmaster at the Maylands Primary School.
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At the end of October a "Valedictory Smoke Social" for Mr Blair was held at the
Maylands Coffee Palace. Maylands Coffee Palace? Yes, another loose end I will
leave to someone else.

Beneath the ad for Blair  is an advertisement from Mr Lionel Logue - Yes, I’m
sure most of us know that name now - think “The King’s Speech” and the Os-
cars.

There are many more mentions of Samuel Dawe during 1906 and the first half
of 1907 but most are advertisements for his land agency and articles about his
civic duties. I wimped out on collecting many of these.

There was nothing new until, in August 1907, we read;-
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Yes! Samuel Dawe, son of a Gloucestershire gardener had become the re-
spected Samuel John Dawe J.P.

He was sitting on cases where he was fining people and, in some cases, send-
ing them to jail. Again, this was one of those activities which was reported on
many times in the press and I again wimped out
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A deputation (including SJ Dawe) visited the Minister for Works. They stated
that the low lying land between the railway station and the Guildford-road was
practically under water, and asked for Government aid to have the area drained
to the natural course through the reserve adjoining. Messrs. Dawe and Hardy
told a doleful tale of the difficulties of the residents of the district. As the result of
the recent heavy rains the properties of 35 people were inundated, and great
loss and difficulty had resulted to these people (who were nearly all working
men), in getting their goods and chattels to dry land, The police station was sta-
ted to be surrounded by water, which one speaker said had been three foot
deep. Mr. Hardey said, as far back as he remembered, the area in question,
which formed a sort of basin, had been liable to flooding when heavy rains fell,
but no great inconvenience had been experienced until the increase of popula-
tion steadily set in.



There was family tragedy in September of 1907 as Fred Donaldson, Night Sta-
tionmaster at Guildford, nephew of Mrs Elizabeth Dawe, lost his 29 year old
wife. She left behind two sons and a year-old daughter. The eldest son, Vincent,
“Vinty”, became the first Bunbury footballer to play for the State after being
grabbed by Claremont to play in the ruck in the WANFL during the late 1920's.
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In March 1908, Dawe was re-elected, unopposed, to the Perth Roads Board
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A Rifle Club was created in June 1908 and Samuel Dawe was its first President
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I don’t think this is the Perth Roads Board but it may be a gathering of the impor-
tant men of Maylands around 1908. Certainly, it is a part of the “Dawe Photo Al-
bum” held by the State Library.
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The Rifle Club moved along quite fast as by the middle of July, the first shoot
was held, on land donated by Mr Hardy. Mrs Dawe fired the first shot and scored
a bullseye. As to where the range was, all we have to go by is the newspaper re-
port which stated, "The range is beautifully situated on the side of a hill on the
Peninsular Estate from which a panoramic view of the river, South Perth and the
City is obtained."

All through 1908 Dawe continued to advertise his real estate business and he
was often mentioned in his role as a JP. This continued on into 1909.

When eveything changed.
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This year began with a major exposé in the rather scurrilous example of the Yel-
low Press, "Truth". The article claimed that the Western parts of the Perth Roads
Board were being neglected. Osborne Park residents were protesting at the lack
of return for their rates. A ‘Truth’ representative revealed some facts, “of rather
suspicious character, which certainly require explanation”. Maylands has been
represented for some years on the Perth Board by R.W. Hardey, owner of the
Peninsula Estate, who is the present chairman, and S. J. Dawe, a storekeeper,
land and commission agent. . . . .  it is a common saying among the residents
that all 'made' roads LEAD TO DAWE'S STORE.”

All good exposes come from a source - we shall follow the money to that source
shortly.
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Suddenly a new name appears in the list of civic leaders in Maylands. E W Ha-
mer was the West Australian Manager of the London owned investment firm
“Gold Estates” Land company.

Hamer, from being on the Board of Health for years, and on the Perth Roads
Board for a couple of years, gradually taking over from Mr Hardy and Chairman,
was making a play for more power and one or two more ‘tied votes’ on the
board.

Samuel could see the writing on the wall. his seat was an obvious target.

I wonder where the money trail for that expose in the Truth came from!



Dawe continued with his duties as a member of the Roads Board but he knew
he couldn’t stay. At the end of May 1909 he announced his intentions.
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He was selling up.
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He has bought himself a farm! He is leaving Maylands and all his friends, and
foes, behind.
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With some months of his Roads Board positionn still to run, Samuel seems to
have wanted to keep his recreation going even though he was leaving town.
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He continued as a committee man for the Perth Dinghy Club. From this distance
it is not possible to say whether this was an old man’s interest in his sons’ hob-
bies or if he himself was a sailor.
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As was only right, there was a Valdictory for Samuel as he was leaving for Nun-
garin. I wonder if Mr Hamer chaired the meeting - - - -
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It did not take long for Samuel to move into the Social and Civic life of Nungarin.

Harry Payne was a fellow Nungarin farmer.

Now we come to the inevitable end of the story.
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He died in April, 1928 aged 71 and Elizabeth Dawe died three years later.

Eldest son, Frank married Nellie Whittaker and stayed farming in Nungarin. He
enlisted in the 10th Light Horse and served overseas in WW1.



Second son, Stanley lived in Bassendean in 1928. It was here that his farming
youngest brother, Archie, was staying with him in February. Archie decided to go
for a swim in the Swan River, near the Helena River. He was found drowned the
following day.

In 1913 Samuel's surviving daughter, Olive married Henry Payne, a fellow Nun-
garin farmer. One of her grand daughters lives in the south of Perth.
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